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and a funnel, the solution may be poured into the uterus. Carry the sterilized tube into the uterus with the right hand, and instruct the assistant to pour in the liquid. This must be siphoned out by letting the outside end of the tubing drop to the ground. This will permit the solution to run back out by gravity. If the solution is not removed immediately, the animal may strain and the work will have to be done over again.
After the womb is replaced it must be kept there. Keep the animal standing with its hind parts higher than its shoulders. It is sometimes advisable to sew the lips of the vulva together. This may be done with a very coarse darning needle threaded with strong twine or wire. Leave the stitches in for four or five days. The stitches should be deep so they will not easily pull out. This may seem like cruelty to the animal, but it is the surest way to keep the uterus where it belongs. In the meantime give the cow laxative feeds and keep the bowels moving freely.
MILK-FEVER
Milk-fever is also called parturient paresis or paralysis. Strictly speaking it is not a fever at all. It occurs more often in heavy-producing cows. Artificial or unnatural living conditions are largely responsible for this disease because it is never seen in wild animals. Cows that are too generously fed and given very little exercise are most susceptible. In most cases, milk-fever occurs within three or four days after the birth of a calf. It may happen before calving or as late as a month afterward. It seldom takes place with the first or second calf.
The cause of milk-fever is unknown. Many contributing causes are given but the actual reason has not been discovered. High-producing animals and unusually fat cows are more subject to it than thin scrub cows. Many think it is due to the absorption of toxic or poisonous substances related to milk secretion. Constipation and close confinement take their share of the blame.